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Summary of the work carried out by this Commission 

The Commission of Transparency and Prevention of corruption in Public 
Procurement, it´s a committee or workgroup that has been created in 2015 and its 
main goal or objective is to bring clarity, consistency and quality to the information 
that is usually handled in public procurement, to the tender processes and public 
contracts, and to promote measures to prevent and difficult corruption in this field. 

 

Measures against corruption in public procurement 

This group, since its creation, has been working in a series of proposals (60) that 
have been sent to all the political parties with the aim of being considered and 
included in their own political agendas and programmes. These measures consists 
of practical solutions of regulatory nature.  

Among them, the most prominent related with the increase of transparency 
improving competitive concurrence and accountability, are the elimination of the 
negotiated procedure without publication; the suggestion to make mandatory the 
public disclosure of information related to the transfer of contracts and 
subcontracting, or the comparative analysis about the actual costs of similar 
services when contracting, among many others.  

In relation with the measures oriented to strengthen ethical behaviours and 
professionalization, we can found those which aim to exclude the political 
representation in the contracting authority; to professionalize the decision-making 
process requiring independent reports when it comes to strategic investment 
decisions entailing a high budget impact; and to include the “responsible for the 
contract” figure, that aims to have a key role as independent vigilant of the public 
interest, with a constant relation with the civic society, among many others.  

Relating the oversight mechanisms, the group include measures oriented to 
reinforce the preliminary audit carried out by the general intervention and other 
similar organisms; to consolidate the system of administrative courts of public 
procurement, to decide independently about topics such as contract amendments; 
and to implement red flags systems to prevent risks of corruption in a preventive 
way or to create disclosure channels for whistleblowers, among others.  

Finally, in relation to the measures that aims to improve the current legislation, we 
can found some interesting such as the one that seeks for extend the public 
procurement regulation to external actors when its funding is mainly public; the 
one that aims to promote specific measures to prevent the existence of conflicts of 
interest in public procurement (in particular cases of revolving doors); or the 
cancellation of public contracts affected by cases of corruption, among others.  

 



Improvement proposals to the draft bill of public contracts 

More recently, the Committee has been working on improvement proposals to the 
draft bill of public contracts (that will be in force from march 2018 onwards) and 
in amendments to this same project. 

Relating the improvement proposals, among many others, we need to highlight the 
following: 

- Extension of the special appeal in the field of public procurement with no 
regard of the amount 

- To foster an independent structure of the administrative bodies in charge of 
the appeals in public procurement. 

- Implement full transparency in the use of electronic means for a 
transparent and competitive public procurement.  

- Invalidity of the public tender if its not properly published. 
- To include more transparency measures in the minor contract figure.  
- Consolidation of the regulatory regime of the contracting authorities, 

regardless its public or semi-public nature.  

All these measures are meant to be essential and unavoidable. 

 

Amendments to the draft bill of public contracts 

Regarding the amendments to the draft bill sent to all political parties in February 
2017, some of the most relevant are the following: 

- Amendment to stand out the importance of the principles of integrity and 
transparency in public procurement, that should be clearly included in the 
wording of the article 1 of the law.  

- Amendment to prevent that contracts made by private operators using 
public funds such as political parties, unions or business organisations are 
subject to this regulation, regardless the value of the contract.   

- Amendment that seeks for a greater transparency and regulation in minor 
contracts that oftenly are outside of the supervision of oversight bodies and 
to prevent the abusive use of this kind of contracting mechanism.  

- Amendment that seeks that the negotiated procedure without publicity 
should be consider as an exception only.  

Many other amendments have been sent, which may be consulted in the 
corresponding document.  

 

 


